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Sunburst  - oil painting by Patricia Devitt 
This painting is a beautiful rendering of a succulent. The contrast between the dark 
greens and the yellow to white edges of the leaves brings great movement, depth and 
interest to the piece.  Painting on the edges brings even more depth to the 
composition. 

Apple Branch – watercolor and ink painting by Kathleen Hardwig 
The delicate ink work and blending of watercolors make this painting a beautiful 
example of botanical art. 

Saigon Tiger – solar etching by Nick Calarco 
The technique used in this piece creates an almost surreal image.  Parts of the print 
look realistic, almost photographic, while other parts look like they were created as a 
separate process.  However, the overall print is intriguing and urges the viewer to 
spend time studying it. 

Emerging – oil painting by Nicole Leming 
Creating a monochromatic oil painting with lots of interest is a very challenging thing to 
do.  The artist did a wonderful job of blending the blue hues, changing values, creating 
organic shapes, and adding small amounts of other colors to make a fascinating image 
that gives the feeling of emergence. 

The Blue Violin – acrylic and ink by Ann Maloney-Mason 
I love the energy of this piece.  The complementary colors have a life of their own and 
are enhanced by the use of black to outline the shapes. 

Inside Africa – prismacolor pencil by Terry Preston 
This work commands you to look at it.  The strong black and white of the largest zebra 
grabs you, and the back-lit trees in the background make you explore more on this 
piece.  I think the small amount of red violet in the sky just make this piece glow. 

A Hop, Skip and a Jump – acrylic by Carol Jones Brown 
This piece makes a strong statement on the wall.  The strength of this piece is the 
balance achieved with a high level of contrasts.  The masterful blending of colors makes 
each of the different shapes interesting.  Some edges are hard and straight, while other 
edges are soft and curvy.  
 
 
Judge, Denise Oyama Miller, works in textiles, watercolors and mixed media and exhibits primarily in San 
Francisco Bay Area. Her work can be seen at Valley Art Gallery in Walnut Creek, CA.  She has work included in 
many public and private collections.  She is a member of Artists 7 (a Northern California based women’s art 
group), California Watercolor Association, Fremont Art Association, Pleasanton Art League, and Hayward Arts 
Council.  Oyama Miller, born in Maryland, now lives in Fremont, CA with her husband. They have two married 
sons and three grandchildren. Denise spent 30 years working for Kaiser Permanente in InformationTechnology 
before retiring to work on her art full-time in 2000. She completed her formal education at the University of 
California at Berkeley with a degree in mathematics. 


